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Welcome to the
Bunuru 2021 edition
of Inside Peel
Inside Peel provides information on regional
priorities, current and emerging issues and RDA
Peel activities to Government decision makers.

The Noongar Season ‘Bunuru’ is represented by the
colour orange and is the hottest time of the year.
Little rain and hot easterly winds continue with a
cooling seabreeze most afternoons – if you’re close
to the coast.
Bunuru is a great time for living and fishing by
the coast, rivers and estuaries. Because of this,
freshwater food and seafood became a major part
of the Noongar diet at this time of year.
Bunuru is also a time of the white flowers with lots
of white flowering gums in full bloom, including
jarrah, marri, ghost gums and zamia, a striking
flower with a huge cone that emerges from the
centre of the plant with masses of a cotton wool like
substance.

This artwork, located in Mandurah, was created by
Noongar artist Peter Farmer and Little Rhino Designs
and it represents the earth, reminding communities
that they are part of a global community. It features
six glass panels representing the six Noongar seasons
and also represents the themes of societal changes,
understanding and reconciliation advocated by
Aboriginal leader Yaburgurt.

RDA Peel Chair
re-appointed

Hon Nola Marino MP, Assistant
Minister for Regional Development
and Territories, has re-appointed Mr
John Erren as Chair of RDA Peel for
a further term of 4 ½ years from 1st
January 2021.
John has served as Chair since
February 2018.
“I am very pleased to be reappointed for a further term”, he
said. “The decision gives RDA the
opportunity to continue the work
we have done over the past 3 years
in repositioning the organisation as

Peel Region
Action Plan
updated
The latest (December 2020)
version of the Peel Region Action
Plan is now available at
www.rdapeel.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/Peel-RegionAction-Plan-Nov-2020-Final.pdf
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There are 77 initiatives and projects
under development across the Peel
region and the Action Plan provides
an “at a glance” view of their
progress and summary of each.
Projects that have reached the
stage of having a business case
completed will have that assessed
by RDA Peel to determine its
priority status and be considered
for inclusion in the Peel Priority
Projects Plan.

one of influence, able to advocate
strongly for the region’s needs in
a structured way, with a strong
evidence base underpinning
everything we ask for.”
“We have established many
initiatives, processes and
governance structures to give the
region the best possible chance of
obtaining the private and public
investment we need to develop an
economically sustainable future for
the Peel” he said.
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About Waroona
The Shire of Waroona straddles the
Pinjarra coastal plain, stretching
from the steep hillsides of the
Darling Scarp in the east, to the
clear blue waters of the Indian
Ocean in the west.
The Shire occupies a strategic
position midway between the
Perth metropolitan region and
the southern port City of Bunbury.
With key transport and utility
infrastructure passing through the
district, there is an imperative for
careful planning and development
management in this critical
location.
With a strong history and heritage,
the Shire of Waroona is blessed
with an abundance of natural
assets. Comprising diverse coastal,
wetland, woodland plain and
escarpment habitats, the Shire is
home to numerous animal and
plant species that define the area
and its ecosystems.
Maintaining the towns’ rural
character is a clear priority as is
strengthening the natural system
to support continued human
habitation. This presents the Shire
with substantial opportunity
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to build a strong and resilient
economy, for community and
visitors alike.
The community resides in a
number of discreet settlements –
Waroona town and Hamel within
the escarpment area and Preston
Beach and Lake Clifton along
the coast with farm homesteads
occupying the land between.
The Shire’s recent adoption of a
place-based approach, particularly
in development and community
partnership creation, is already
transforming these places into
environments where innovative
ideas and projects bring the
community together, inspire others
and contribute to a vibrant, diverse
and unique local experience.
The outcomes achieved through
place-making will increase the
quality of life for local residents,
create unique experiences for
visitors to the towns and encourage
return visitation, and will have flow
on benefits for local business.
The Shire of Waroona has formed
a strategic alliance and resource
sharing agreement with the

adjacent Shire of Murray. With
the complementary assets that
define these two local government
areas, the alliance significantly
increases the development
potential and opportunities for area
– with a number of opportunities
in Waroona already drawing
significant interest from public and
private sector enterprise.
These include:
•

A rapidly growing demand
from food producers to locate
in the Shire given its enviable
combination of available
land, good soils, suitable
local growing conditions and
proximity to ports and airports
for export purposes. This
includes table grapes, fresh
vegetables, avocados and the
refurbishment of the Waroona
abattoir;

•

A rapidly increasing demand
from the agricultural sector for
farm workers’ accommodation,
and expanded retail, health and
educational services (amongst
others), triggered by the arrival
of workers from the domestic
employment market and the
Pacific Labour Scheme, into the
Waroona Shire;

•

Sufficient growing demand
to commence the process of
Revitalisation of the Waroona
Town Centre;

•

The development of new
water resources in the Shire
to support increased food
production as well as growing
urban demand – including
treated waste water schemes,
and new geothermal
technology for energy and
water production;

•

A strong mining sector,
anchored by Alcoa’s Wagerup

refinery, which contributes
significantly to a number of
other economic sectors in the
Shire including engineering,
heavy equipment fabrication
and servicing, transport, trades
and labour hire amongst others;
and
•

An increasing demand to
access the quality tourism
assets on the doorstep of the
Perth metropolitan market –
including the forested scarp,
substantial water bodies, and
Indian Ocean coastline.

A bright
future is in
the making
for the Shire
of Waroona.
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Responding
to Waroona’s
community
priorities
In response to its community’s
highest priority, the Shire is firmly
focussed on revitalising, reshaping
and re-imagining the Waroona
Town Centre. A portfolio of
redevelopments and improvements
will be underpinned by creation
of a central community precinct
that caters for the needs of the
community and visitors through
the provision of active and passive
recreation areas, event spaces,
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community amenities and visitor
facilities for all ages, abilities and
interests.
The proposed revitalisation
program will breathe life into
Waroona’s town centre and quickly
change the way the town is
perceived. The transformation of
a centrally located land parcel into
the Waroona Community Precinct
will provide improved activation,
public amenity and visitor
experience.

Community insights and visitor
feedback have indicated the town
centre is elongated and closed
off, with a lack of green space and
limited recreational opportunities
to encourage people to visit, relax
and socialise. Tired shop fronts,
underutilised vacant land and a
lack of parking all add to a negative
view of the Waroona Town Centre.

Waroona Community
Precinct
Business case complete.
Anticipated Australian
Government Investment
Required $900,000.
The centrally located Community
Precinct will provide a wide range
of benefits to residents, visitors and
the business community, which
will:
•

•

Re-connect the community
following the COVID-19 global
health crisis;

•

Improve parking options and
pedestrian linkages in the town
centre;

•

Provide recreation
opportunities for all ages,
abilities and interests;

•

Create a central hub for
community and regional events,
market days and activities;

Attract and leverage further
private and government
investment into the town
centre;

•

•

Boost jobs and employment
opportunities in Waroona;

Build on place identity, through
inclusion of history, art and
interpretation in design;

•

•

Improve vibrancy and activation
of the town centre;

Create one central
multipurpose activity point for
social cohesion;

•

Increase visitation to Waroona
through improved tourism
product;

•

Support local business with
increased spending and
improved economic outcomes;
and

•

Establish a strategic public
realm for the broader area, by
creating a destination space for
the region.

The Shire of Waroona has
committed $450,000 to develop
the $3.6 million project and has
secured a $450,000 contribution
from Alcoa’s Waroona Sustainability
Fund.
Over $700,000 has already been
confirmed to complete the
necessary road realignments and
upgrades for the project.
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health
Major Upgrades
to Peel Health
Campus
Announced

In the last edition of Inside Peel
RDA Peel was advocating for the
WA Government to decide on the
future of the Peel Health Campus to
ensure the community receives the
infrastructure, job creation, health
choices and services it needs.
We are pleased to announce that
on 29 November 2020 the Premier,
Hon Mark McGowan and Minster for
Health Hon Roger Cook committed
to:
•

Privatised services at Peel
Health Campus being brought
back in public hands;

•

New funding announced for an
estimated $152 million major
redevelopment;

•

A future service delivery model
includes a co-located private
hospital development;

•

Peel-Murray patients
continuing to have choice in
health care;
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The new $152 million
redevelopment and expansion of
Peel Health Campus is expected to
include, pending the finalisation of
the project definition plan:
•

63 additional inpatient beds
(which will deliver 219 public
beds);

•

12 chemotherapy places;

•

20 mental health inpatient
beds;

•

one additional operating
theatre;

•

At least 15 palliative care
hospice beds;

•

More outpatient services;

•

New build of medical imaging
services; and

•

The introduction of a 10-bed
Mental Health Emergency
Centre.
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Australian
Research Council
(ARC) Linkage
Project
This 3-year project, which began
in February 2016, is supported by
the Australian Research Council
Linkage Program and nine
collaborating agencies. It is led by
Murdoch University in Western
Australia.
The project focus is on collaboration
and connection and brings
together:
•

Expertise in ecology, hydrology,
biogeochemistry, modelling
and socio-economics across the
catchment-estuarine system;

•

Four universities, including
within WA (Murdoch University;
The University of Western
Australia), New South Wales
(Southern Cross University) and
the United Kingdom (University
of Hull, UK);

•
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Five industry partner
organisations, spanning WA
State Government departments

(Department of the Premier
and Cabinet; Department of
Water), WA local governments
(City of Mandurah; Shire
of Murray) and WA natural
resource management groups
(Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council).
The project objectives were to:
•

Develop indices of estuarine
and societal ‘health’;

•

Establish historical trends and
health status;

•

Establish current condition and
health status;

•

Build a comprehensive
modelling and theoretical
framework to power a Decision
Support System (DSS); and

•

Explore current and future
socio-ecological tradeoffs
through scenario assessment.

This study is among the first in
Australia to integrate all of the
above component to support
sustainable development and
understanding of whole-of-system
resilience across a catchment.
Four priority projects have been
developed in response to the report
findings.

One of the key
findings is that,
ecologically,
the estuary is
showing signs
of trouble, with
hotspots being
identified.

Project 1 - Living Shorelines

Project 2 - Shellfish Restoration

Early stage project. Government investment
required $1,000,000

Funded by the Alcoa Foundation and WA
Government.

This project will develop a blueprint for living shorelines
to mitigate the impact of sea level rise and climate
change.

This project is restoring shellfish and coastal wetlands
to improve water quality and increase biodiversity and
fish productivity.

Project 3 - Valuing Nature

Project 4 - Sustainable Recreation

Indicative budget $200,000 - $500,000. A scoping
study, funded by regional stakeholders, has
commenced.

Early stage project. Indicative budget $500,000,
requiring Government investment

This project will undertake environmental accounting
and quantify ecosystem services to improve
development decision-making.

This project involves developing spatial (soft) zoning
and targeted communication to reduce unsustainable
recreational use.
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Population
growth drives
need for Kiernan
park recreational
precinct
Current population forecasts
indicate the Shire of SerpentineJarrahdale’s booming influx of
residents will continue through and
past the year 2036. ABS suggests
the Shire’s population will increase
by 88% from 2021-2036, to 68,335
residents, all of whom require
high-quality community sporting
facilities to encourage and support
active, healthy lifestyles.
To respond to these challenges the
Keirnan Park Recreation Precinct
is to be delivered over six stages
and is projected to cost up to
$100million.
A future home for local sporting
and community clubs, Keirnan
Park is 63 hectares and will
accommodate AFL ovals, cricket
pitches and nets, lawn bowls,
tennis, netball and basketball
courts; soccer, rugby and athletics
fields, swimming pools, a
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gymnasium, a regional BMX track
and a range of other community
and administrative facilities.
With almost 38% of residents in
the Shire being under 24 years
old, this project will provide much
needed employment opportunities
for those transitioning into the
workforce and sporting pathway
opportunities which are currently
inaccessible or significantly
reduced in the Shire.
The unprecedented amount
of migration into the district
combined with a lack of
maintenance funding and
increased usage pressure, has
negatively impacted on the quality
of all facilities. As a result the Shire’s
sporting clubs are currently unable
to operate at full capacity locally
because of these inadequate
facilities.

In its entirety, the project will create
763 local jobs within the Local
Government Area, 560 local jobs in
sport and recreation and 203 local
jobs in other industries; and 393
jobs created outside of the Shire
area.
The increase in recreation facilities
in the Shire provides various
benefits including reduced burden
on the State’s health system as
residents live more active, heathier
lifestyles. Community wellbeing is
enhanced with additional spaces to
gather socially and additional highquality playing fields support young
people’s participation in sport.

Keirnan Park
Recreation Precinct
Master Plan and Business Case
under development.
Local Government investment
committed $4.5 million.
State Government investment
committed $20 million.
Anticipated Australian
Government investment required
$20 million.
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energy
Geothermal
Systems - zero
emissions energy
RDA Peel have been holding
discussions recently with WA
company Good Water Energy about
how their innovative geothermal
technology can provide zero
emission solutions to the region’s
current and future energy and
water needs.

90% of WA’s total electricity output
in 2019; only 10% of our electricity
came from renewable sources such
as wind, solar and hydro.

WA emitted 71 million tonnes of
greenhouse gases during 2019
which was around 21% of Australia’s
total. That figure works out to the
equivalent of over 26 tonnes of
CO2 emitted for every person in
the State compared to Australia’s
average GHG emissions of 13.5
tonnes per person and the world
average of 4.5 tonnes per person.

Good Water Energy (GWE) have
developed a new but proven drilling
technology that is much cheaper
than the conventional rotary-bit
drilling methods used in the oil
and gas industry. Using a so-called
“mud hammer” percussion drilling
technology, GWE literally pounds
the rock at the bottom of the well
which allows the company to drill
much faster and, therefore, much
cheaper. No fracking is required
and no ground water is extracted
for power or water production.

More than 15 million tonnes were
from power generation. Electricity
generated from fossil fuels (gas,
coal and diesel) accounted for over

This technology has already
been applied in places such as
Finland where low cost, deep
wells were drilled into granite, so
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that geothermal energy could be
extracted for district heating. Now
the plan is to drill deep wells in WA
and tap the geothermal resources
and use the steam to generate
base-load geothermal electricity.
Geothermal desalination by boiling
sea water will cost eight times less
than the current RO desalination
practices that are causing millions
of tonnes of CO2 emission and
large quantities of plastic waste
each year. No electricity is required
for geothermal desalination. The
quality of water from multi effect
distillation (boiling) is also higher
than the quality of water from RD
(filtered) desalination.
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AusIndustry co-locating
with RDA Peel
From February 2021 AusIndustry Regional Manager
Southern WA Roban-Lynne Clarke will be co-located
with RDA Peel at their Pinjarra office.
The arrangement will offer benefits for each
organisation by itself, as well as creating better
outcomes for stakeholders and clients.
In her role with AusIndustry Roban puts the needs
of Australian businesses first by simplifying and
streamlining access to government information,
services & advice to businesses of all sizes.
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If you are involved with
delivering a regional
service or program RDA
Peel can assist by:
Providing meeting rooms (from 2 – 16
people dependent on layout)
Marketing your program or event to the
community, business or stakeholders
Connecting you with local networks
Providing introductions and arranging
meetings with stakeholders
Providing local intelligence
Providing you with a hot desk and centrally
located secure location to operate from

Don’t hesitate to contact us to discuss your needs
08 9530 4066
drd@rdapeel.org.au
6 George St
Pinjarra WA 6210
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RDA Peel respectfully
acknowledge the traditional
owners of the land on which
we work and live. We wish to
pay our respects to elders past,
present and emerging and
the contribution they make to
business and innovation in the
region.

rdapeel.org.au
drd@rdapeel.org.au
08 9530 4066
6 George St, Pinjarra, WA 6208
PO Box 7, Pinjarra, WA 6208

